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plex and immensely open group of particles of electricity.

Others of the same school were C. T. R. Wilson, who

exhibited the tracks and impacts of atomic fragments;

Barkla, who showed that every kind of matter gives out

its own characteristic rays;   Aston, who, by his study

of isotopes, has proved that all atoms are built out of

one and the same type of brick-bat;  O. W. Richardson,

whose examination of the emission of electrons by hot

bodies has been fundamental in the subject to which

he has given the name of thermionics ;  and Moseley, a

victim of the war whose early death did not prevent him

from  leaving an imperishable monument through his

discovery of the real meaning of atomic number in the

list of elements.    Soddy, working with Ramsay, first

gave proof that helium is formed by disintegration of

the atom of radium.    To the Braggs, father and son,

we owe the optical analysis of crystal structure, superbly

applied to  elements and compounds.    To Fleming we

owe the thermionic valve, which more than any other

appliance has made broadcasting possible.    To Dewar

we owe the vacuum vessel and much initial work in the

liquefaction of gases.    To Hadfield and other British

metallurgists are due notable advances in the alloys of

iron and the working of metals.

Jeans and Eddington lead the world in mathematical
astronomy. Their imagination fits them to be historians
of the cosmos : they interpret universes in the making :
they describe with unrivalled lucidity events that tran-
scend time and space. Here indeed the discoverer is
also the witty and charming expositor. The same is
true of Oliver Lodge, whose part in advancing physics
has been very real, though he sometimes strays into
regions where more orthodox explorers do not follow.
We are fond as well as proud of one who, besides being
the Nestor of physics, is its Peter Pan.